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Popular mathematics seems to be  not  very popular in  either schools or society at  large.  In 
this  paper, we briefly explore  the  meaning of popular mathematics,  and  consider some of 
the  ways  in  which  it  might  be  of value  to  mathematics  education  in  schools,  particularly 
secondary  schools.  Various  kinds  of popular  mathematics  arc  identified  and  briefly 
illustrated,  and  the  prospects  for  supporting  and  complementing  the  school  mathematics 
curriculum discussed. 
Introduction 
In  this  paper,  a  brief introduction  to  the  idea  of popular  mathematics  is  offered, 
recognising that encounters with  mathematics ought not be  restricted - although they 
frequently are - to  the formal  school curriculum or even to  schools themselves. It is 
suggested  that mathematics continues  to  have an  image problem in  Australia, if not 
elsewhere, and that the  public understanding of mathematics is  not always helpful for 
the learning of  school mathematics. The paper does not claim to treat this broad topic in 
detail,  but  rather  to  suggest  some  of the  ways  in  which  popular  mathematics  and 
mathematics  education  in  schools might be  connected,  and  offering  some advice  on 
productive ways of  doing this. 
What is popular mathematics? 
There does  not seem to  be general agreement (or even debate) on  the meaning of the 
term  "popular mathematics."  Indeed,  a  Google  search  produces  mostly  examples  of 
popular mathematics things (such as popular mathematics books, where the meaning is 
to  refer potential customers to books that are purchased or borrowed from a library by 
many people). Turney (2008) refers to "popular science" in relation to "an attempt, in 
some medium, to make scientific ideas accessible to non-professional audiences" (p. 5). 
Following  Turney,  this  paper  is  concerned  with  published  attempts  to  engage  non-
specialists with aspects of  mathematics. 
There are many kinds of  attempts to do this, including: 
•  books written for the general public; 
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